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 Shri Prashanth Prakash is known for playing a key role in defining India's entrepreneurial and 
philanthropic landscape since the mid-90s, and is particularly renowned for his strategic interventions 
in the startup space - backing homegrown, high-growth ventures that are valued at billions today. 

2. Born on 29  May, 1965 in Bengaluru, Karnataka, Shri Prakash received his Bachelor of  th

Engineering (Computer Science) from Bangalore University in 1988, and Master's Degree in Computer 
Science from the University of Delaware, USA in 1990. He has also been awarded a Doctorate from the 
University of Mysore.

3. Shri Prakash is the Founding Partner of Accel India. He also serves as the Chairman/ Founding  
partner of multiple non-profits including ACT Grants, United Way Bengaluru, Unboxing BLR 
Foundation, Sikshana Foundation and Krishikalpa Foundation. He is a Founding Partner of the 
Chanakya Center for Sustainability, and is part of the Founding Group at Plaksha University. He 
founded Visual Reality, one of India's first animation companies, in 1996. The next year, he co-founded 
NetKraft, which emerged as a leader in offshore solutions for both retail and healthcare sectors. He co-
founded Erasmic Ventures in 2004, one of India's first seed-stage funds, which later merged with 
Accel, one of the earliest global venture capital firms to enter India. As the founding partner of Accel 
India, he made audacious early bets investing in nascent companies that went on to redefine consumer 
experiences across the globe - Flipkart, Swiggy, BookMyShow, BlueStone, Infra.Market, AgroStar, 
Clever Tap and RentoMojo etc being a few notable names that have been instrumental in shaping 
eCommerce, digital consumer brands, agritech, B2B, and global value chains. He has invested in over 
50 other companies and has served on the boards of more than 30 organisations.

4. Shri Prakash is the Founding Patron of Longevity India and has enabled research in the field of  
longevity and aging in the country. In August, 2022, he partnered with the Indian Institute of Science 
(lISc) to set up a geriatrics wing as part of IISc's upcoming Bagchi-Parthasarathy Hospital. His 
contributions to this initiative were acknowledged by the President Smt. Droupadi Murmu during the 
2023 Visitor's Conference at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

5. Shri Prakash is a member of the National Startup Advisory Council, where he advises  
government bodies on how to build a strong ecosystem for startups and innovation. He has also served 
as the Strategy & Policy Advisor to the Chief Minister, Karnataka. His leadership as the Chairman of 
Karnataka's Vision Group for Startups has yielded excellent results including the crafting of an 
enabling policy framework for startups. Through initiatives like Elevate, Unnati, and the Karnataka 
Digital Economy Mission (KDEM), he has helped in nurturing both entrepreneurs and investors alike. 
In 2020, he co-founded ACT Grants - Action Covid Taskforce; a coalition of entrepreneurs, venture 
capitalists, and social impact leaders who collectively raised a Rs 100 crore fund to support critical 
healthcare needs during the period. He was chosen as the Social Impact Leader in 2021 for his 
philanthropic work by ASSOCHAM. He leads the Culkey Foundation, which preserves Karnataka's 
cultural and tourism assets through initiatives like Namma Smaraka and ONE-TAC, a digital platform 
enhancing accessibility and support for local artisans and small businesses.

6. Shri Prakash is the recipient of numerous awards and recognitions.  

Padma Shri



 Jh ç'kkar çdk'k dks 90 ds n'kd ds eè; ls Hkkjr dh m|e'khyrk vkSj ijksidkjh xfrfofèk;ksa dks ifjHkkf"kr djus esa egRoiw.kZ 
Hkwfedk fuHkkus ds fy, tkuk tkrk gS] vkSj og fo'ks"k :i ls LVkVZvi Lisl esa vius dk;Zuhfrd ç;klksa ds fy, çfl) gSa – ftlesa ?kjsyw] 
mPp&fodkl okys m|eksa dh lgk;rk djuk gS] ftudh iwath vkt vjcksa esa gSA

2 ]-  29 eÃ] 1965 dks dukZVd ds csaxyq# esa tUes  Jh çdk'k us o"kZ 1988 esa cSaxyksj foÜofo|ky; ls cSpyj v‚Q bathfu;Çjx 
¼daI;wVj lkbal½ vkSj o"kZ 1990 esa ;wfuoÆlVh v‚Q Msykos;j] ;w,l, ls daI;wVj lkbal esa ekLVj fMxzh çkIr dhA mUgsa eSlwj foÜofo|ky; 
ls M‚DVjsV dh mikfèk Hkh çnku dh xÃ gSA

3- Jh çdk'k ,Dlsy bafM;k ds laLFkkid Hkkxhnkj gSaA og ,lhVh xzkaV~l] ;wukbVsM os csaxyq#] vuc‚ÇDlx ch,yvkj QkmaMs'ku] 
f'k{kk QkmaMs'ku vkSj —f"kdYi QkmaMs'ku lfgr dÃ xSj&ykHkdkjh laLFkkvksa ds vè;{k@laLFkkid Hkkxhnkj ds :i esa Hkh dke djrs jgs 
gSaA og pk.kD; lsaVj Q‚j lLVsusfcfyVh ds laLFkkid Hkkxhnkj gSa vkSj Iyk{kk foÜofo|ky; ds laLFkkid lewg dk fgLlk gSaA mUgksaus o"kZ 
1996 esa Hkkjr dh igyh ,uhes'ku daiuh] fotqvy fj;fyVh dh LFkkiuk dhA vxys o"kZ] mUgksaus usVØk¶V dh lg&LFkkiuk dh ftlus  
fjVsy vkSj LokLF; lsok nksuksa {ks=ksa ds fy, yhd ls gVdj lekèkku djus esa vxz.kh Hkwfedk fuHkkÃ A mUgksaus o"kZ 2004 esa Hkkjr ds igys 
lhM&LVst QaMksa esa ls ,d] bjkfLed osaplZ dh lg&LFkkiuk dh] ftldk ckn esa ,Dlsy ds lkFk foy; gks x;k] tks Hkkjr esa ços'k djus 
okyh 'kq#vkrh oSfÜod m|e iwath Qeks± esa ls ,d FkhA ,Dlsy bafM;k ds laLFkkid Hkkxhnkj ds :i esa] mUgksaus 'kq#vkrh nkSj esa gh mu 
vfHkuo daifu;ksa esa fuos'k djus dk lkgfld dne mBk;k] ftUgksaus nqfu;k Hkj esa miHkksäk vuqHkoksa dks fQj ls ifjHkkf"kr fd;k & 
f¶yidkVZ] fLoxh] cqdek;'kks] CywLVksu] baÝk-ekdsZV] ,xzksLVkj] Dysoj VSi vkSj jsaVksekstks vkfn dqN mYys[kuh; uke gSa ftUgksaus Ã&d‚eZl] 
fMftVy miHkksDrk czkaM] ,xzhVsd] chVwch vkSj Xykscy oSY;w psu ds fodflr djus esa cM+h Hkwfedk fuHkkÃA mUgksaus 50 ls vfèkd vU; 
daifu;ksa esa fuos'k fd;k vkSj 30 ls vfèkd laxBuksa ds cksMZ esa dk;Z fd;kA 

4- Jh çdk'k y‚UxfoVh bafM;k ds laLFkkid laj{kd gSa vkSj mUgksaus ns'k esa nh?kkZ;q vkSj c<+rh mez ds {ks= esa vuqlaèkku dks l{ke 
cuk;k gSA vxLr] 2022 esa] mUgksaus vkÃvkÃ,llh ds vkxkeh ckxph&ikFkZlkjFkh vLirky ds fgLls ds :i esa tsfj;kfVªDl Çox LFkkfir 
djus ds fy, Hkkjrh; foKku laLFkku ¼vkÃvkÃ,llh½ ds lkFk Hkkxhnkjh dhA jk"Vªifr Hkou esa o"kZ 2023 ds foftVj d‚UÝsal ds nkSjku 
bl igy esa muds ;ksxnku dh jk"Vªifr Jherh ækSinh eqewZ }kjk ljkguk dh xÃA

5- Jh çdk'k jk"Vªh; LVkVZvi lykgdkj ifj"kn ds lnL; gSa] tgk¡ og ljdkjh fudk;ksa dks LVkVZvi vkSj uokpkj ds fy, ,d 
etcwr bdks&flLVe cukus ds ckjs esa ijke'kZ nsrs gSaA mUgksaus dukZVd ds eq[;ea=h ds dk;Zuhfrd vkSj uhfr lykgdkj ds :i esa Hkh dke 
fd;k gSA LVkVZvi ds fy, dukZVd ds fot+u xzqi ds vè;{k ds :i esa muds usrR̀o us LVkVZvi ds fy, ,d l{ke uhfrxr <k¡ps dks rS;kj 
fd;k] ftlls mR—"V ifj.kke çkIr gq, gSaA ,fyosV] mUufr vkSj dukZVd fMftVy bdksu‚eh fe'ku ¼dsMhÃ,e½ tSlh igyksa ds ekè;e ls] 
mUgksaus m|fe;ksa vkSj fuos'kdksa nksuksa dks leku :i ls çksRlkfgr djus esa enn dh gSA o"kZ 2020 esa] mUgksaus ,Vhlh xzkaV~l & ,D'ku dksfoM 
VkLdQkslZ dh lg&LFkkiuk dh( m|fe;ksa] m|e iwathifr;ksa vkSj lkekftd :i ls çHkkoh usrkvksa dk ,d xBcaèku] ftUgksaus lkewfgd :i ls bl 
vofèk ds nkSjku egRoiw.kZ LokLF; ns[kHkky lacaèkh vko';drkvksa esa lg;ksx djus ds fy, 100 djksM+ #i;s dk QaM tqVk;kA mUgsa 
,,l,lvkslh,p,,e }kjk muds ijksidkjh dk;ks± ds fy, o"kZ 2021 esa lkekftd :i ls çHkkoh usrk ds :i esa pquk x;k FkkA og dqYdh 
QkmaMs'ku dk usr̀Ro djrs gSa] tks uEek Lekjd vkSj ou&Vh,lh] ou&Vh,lh ,d fMftVy IysVQ‚eZ gS tks LFkkuh; dkjhxjksa vkSj NksVs O;olk;ksa 
ds fy, igqap vkSj leFkZu c<+krk gS tSlh igyksa ds ekè;e ls dukZVd dh lkaL—frd vkSj i;ZVu ifjlaifÙk;ksa dks lajf{kr djrk gSA 

6-  Jh çdk'k dks dÃ iqjLdkj vkSj lEeku çkIr gq, gSaA

Jh ç'kkar çdk'k

in~e Jh


